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Pherozeshah. It was at once a measure of his strength of character
and polidtal acumen. Few men would have ventured at his age to
put forward views so utterly unpopular, and so greatly in advance of
his times. But he possessed courage in a remarkable degree, and once
his mind was made up on any question, he expressed himself
with uncompromising independence, undeterred either by popular
opinion or official displeasure. That his advocacy of Mr. Crawford
was a little too vehement, however, must be admitted. He had been
away for practically the whola of the period during which Bombay
was "Haussmannized,"' and he was greatly struck by the transforma-
tion which he witnessed on his return. This accounted for his
zealous partisanship of the masterful Commissioner, whose auto-
cracy and extravagance had roused such intense feeling against him,
and had so largely obscured the magnificent work he had done for
the City. He was far ahead of the times in his ideas, and could rank
amongst the greatest of town-planners.
The subsequent history of the municipal reform question may be
briefly dealt with. In response to repeated and earnest representa-
tions, the Government went to the assistance of the Municipality, and
a loan of Rs. 15 lacs was sanctioned by the Government of India on
conditions which were most humiliating to the City. Thereafter, the
work of reforming the municipal constitution was taken in hand,
and a Bill was introduced in the Legislative Council on the 27th
March, 1872, by the Hon'ble Mr. Tucker. Its provisions were of a
most illiberal character, particularly those relating to the constitu-
tion of the Corporation. The latter was to conskf: of 80 members,
out of whom 32 were to be elected by the Justices from among
themselves, and 32 were to be nominated by Government from the
same body. The remaining 16 seats were to go to ratepayers, half by
election and half by nomination. There was to be a Municipal Com-
missioner as sole executive authority, and a Town Council in charge
of the finances.
It is not surprising that these proposals with regard to the
constitution were almost universally condemned. The Advocate-
General, Mr. White, described the Bill as comprising the minimum
of representation with the maximum of Government control, and as
giving "a homeopathic dose of the popular elective principle and an